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“To paint
effectively, you
really need
enough room to
cao

SWINg g a cat,

jokes young

Australian artist Above: Casmic Cal
Martin Watson as

we look east out of the window of his small basement studio
over the next-door neighbour's Portuguese vegetable patch,
"The type of work | do is governed by the size of my studio,
For instance, I'd like to use more oils but the lack of space and
ventilation means that if | did I'd quickly pass out."
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i's obvious that a lack of space has
Innl been a burden on Watson's

creatvity. On the contrary. his
capuciously challenged studio appears
to have acled as something of an
impellent for innovative imagination,
“l have 1o work in a mess, | have w
have a lot of crap about, and guile
ofien, to finish a work | might use
something  that's  under my  foot,
something ve just trodden on .7
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Accompanying his acerbic sense of
humour 15 a keen awareness ol the
relationship  berween communities
and the environments that these
communities create for themselves.
Watson’s  work  focuses on the
relationship between the natural matier
from which we are made and the
tangibles with which we surround
ourselves, 1 don't have o fixed
direction, 'm merely reflecting and

L'l.'lI'I'II"I!'i.'Iﬂ-illll on confempaorary society
and the ssues 1°s dealing with.”
Recvelables such as train lickets
and  milk  cartons  Torm striking
backgrounds for mixed media studics
that invariably include fine etching
and liberal use of watercolours, Pieces
of human anatomy are justaposed with
evervday inanimate objects, providing
sometimes  bleak reminders that one
was created by the other. “Ii's the
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Arst's Palatia

Left: Snilf Life
Below: Circud

Bottom: Apple
Orchard

Opposite page: The
Garden

relationships  humans  have with
material objects that I'm trying lo
explore,” he says, as | develop a close
relationship with a coffee mug and its
consummalely brewed contents.

“A lot of my arl has an apocalyptic
feel to it but generally I try to bring
out the ‘personality” of an object, with
the aim of reflecting the age of
information we live in. There's so
much information out there at the
touch of a button. It"s a matter of
somehow making sense of it afl!”

A sell-confessed junk collector
(he's “tryving to cut down')., Watson
loves to play around with pers e.
This stems partially from his early
fascination with the work of the
New York school’s Philip Guston,
a successful  figurative-surrealist
in the 19405 who progressed to
abstract impressionism and romantic
expressionism. Depending on his
mood and what’s going on in society

around him. Watson shuffles from

collage  representationalism to
abstraction. “1 don’t really have o
process, | just get in there and do it

| don't have a fixed
direction, I'm merely

reflecting and

commenting on

contemporary society

and the issues it's
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dealing with.
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and don’t really think about the style so
much as the substance. The process
changes, but intitively what's in my
head comes our omo the canvas.”
Asked whether he's becoming more

abstract as he gets older, Watson says
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“well actually | think. in a subtle way,
I'm becoming more and more like a
cartoonist”.
dreamlike
childhood memories. “When 1 was
young | was always drawing these

In part, he says, it's a
manifestation  of  his

Above lefl: The Direcior
Above: December

Left; Hosmital

quirky. misundersiood cartoons ., |
think it’s also an attempt (o ensure that
I use humour in my art .., no malter
what vou're doing it’s important 1o
keep yvour sense of humour,™

Pressed on what it is that drives him,
Waison extemporises wbout that which
s0 muny artists describe as their
catharsis. “I's soul searching and
reassuring. For me 1t's therapy, It helps
me cope with things day to day. I'm
really interested in the healing qualities
of art ... it really can transcend day-to-
day obstacles and materinlism. 1 like
Lo think that my artwork could change
people’s ideas abowt something and
make them look at things in a differem
light. convey some sense of sacredness
of everyday living.” i



